INTRODUCTION

enthusiastic pamphlet entitled, "The Essence of the
Douglas Cause" (November 1767), in which he
vigorously defended the youthful claimant from the
charge of imposture. In August 1767 he had sold to
Mr. Dilly in the Poultry, for a hundred guineas, to be
paid within three months of publication, his " Account
of Corsica : Journal of a Tour to that Island, and
Memoirs of Pascal Paoli," which was printed by the
Foulis Brothers of Glasgow, and brought out early in
1768. The liveliness of personal impression which he
managed to communicate to all his books gained for
this one a deserved success. The " Diary of a green
goose and a Hero," as Gray called it, was read by every-
body, and promptly translated into French, German,
Italian, and Dutch. The author, known as " Paoli
Boswell," came to London to enjoy his triumph in
March. " My book has amazing celebrity," he writes
to Temple. "Lord Lytton, Mr. Walpole, Mrs.
Macaulay, Mr. Garrick have all written me noble
letters about it. ... I am really the great man now.
I have had David Hume in the forenoon, and Mr.
Johnson in the afternoon of the same day visiting me.
Sir John Pringle, Dr. Franklin dined with me one day,
Mr. Johnson and General Oglethorpe one day, Mr.
Garrick alone another, David Hume and other literati
next week. ... In a day or two I set up my chariot.
. . . You must think awhile to enjoy the idea." Boswell
plunged into all his youthful dissipations. He found
that the fever of play still lurked in his veins, and lost
more money than he could pay. He drank heavily, in
spite of the solemn pledges he had made to Paoli and
to Temple cc under the solemn yew."* He fell in love
with a series-of "angelic girls." Marriage was beyond
his means. Adultery he regarded as the most horrible
* See pages 130,160, 189, 231, 255.